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A new Council was appointed by the Minister for Education and 
Skills for a three year term from 1st January 2010. As the first year of 
this Council draws to a close, I would like to thank all members for 
the commitment they have brought to the work of the Council which 
has benefitted from their unique experience and expertise in work-
ing with children and young people with special educational needs.

A core activity of the NCSE continues to be the allocation of addi-
tional resources to schools to support children and young people 
with special educational needs. NCSE continued to make progress 
this year in its work to ensure that these resources are allocated to 
schools in a consistent, timely and transparent manner. The Council 
is very conscious of the current stringent economic circumstances 
and the measures that are to be taken to put our public finances in 
order, as published in the Government’s National Recovery Plan 
2011-2014. A key issue for the Council is that adequate supports for 
children with special educational needs are maintained and that 
available supports are directed towards those children who have 
the greatest levels of need. Council recognises that in the present 
economic circumstances there is a particular need to work together 
to ensure that support is provided on the basis of evidence of need 
alongside the efficient use and management of the resources that 
are available. 

This year has seen the continued advancement of an extensive and 
wide ranging programme of research in the area of special education 
which is now providing an evidential basis for the development of 
policy advice in the area of special education. This work culminated 
in the holding of NCSE’s second research seminar in Croke Park 
Conference Centre on 24th November, 2010. The seminar featured 
presentations from the authors of three recently completed research 

Message from the Chairperson of Council
reports dealing separately with the issues of: best practice models 
and outcomes in the education of children with emotional distur-
bance/behavioural difficulties; international models for the diag-
nosis and assessment of special educational needs; and a national 
survey of parental views and experiences of special education 
services.

The Council is now finalising its policy advice in relation to the future 
role of special schools and classes in Ireland and hopes to be in a 
position to submit this advice to the Minister for Education and Skills 
early in the New Year. As part of the consultative process underpin-
ning the preparation of this advice, Council sought advice from its 
Consultative Forum, as required under the terms of the EPSEN Act, 
2004. The Council would like to thank the Forum for its deliberations 
which have contributed to shaping the direction of its policy advice.

Mr. Pat Curtin has announced his intention to retire at the end of the 
year. As the first CEO appointed to the National Council he was 
responsible for the establishment of the organisation and has made 
a most significant contribution to shaping its strategic direction. He 
brought considerable experience to this task from many years 
working in different departments of Government, most notably the 
Department of Education and Skills. This experience has served us 
well over the last seven years and we would now like to thank Pat for 
his tireless dedication to the Council’s work on behalf of children 
with special educational needs. We send our very best wishes to him 
and to his family as he heads into retirement.

Finally, I would like to wish all our readers a very peaceful 
and Happy Christmas.

Sydney Blain

Articles to be 
considered for 
publication and 
comments about 
the newsletter 
may be emailed to: 
newsletter@ncse.ie.

The views expressed 
in this newsletter 
are those of the indi-
vidual authors and 
are not necessarily 
endorsed by the 
National Council for 
Special Education.

http://www.ncse.ie/publications/Newsletter.asp
mailto:newsletter%40ncse.ie?subject=Article%20for%20publication%20in%20NCSE%20News
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Council News continued

National Recovery Plan 2011-2014
In the National Recovery Plan 2011-2014, the Government 
highlighted its prioritisation of educational investment to 
date and over the period of the Plan through more favoura-
ble treatment of teacher and special needs assistants (SNA) 
posts under public sector numbers policy and the morato-
rium on filling vacancies. However it signalled its intention 
to achieve significant reductions in teacher payroll costs 
over the period of the plan through greater efficiencies, 
reduction in teacher numbers and other measures.

The Government also emphasised the significant increases 
in the number of SNAs allocated to schools in recent 
years. In this regard, it announced its intention to cap SNA 
numbers at the 2011 level and introduce a new system to 
facilitate the management of these finite SNA resources in a 
proactive manner.  The Department of Education and Skills 
(DES) has since advised the National Council for Special 
Education (NCSE) that the cap level has been set at 10, 575 
Whole Time Equivalent (WTE) SNA posts. 

The DES has requested the NCSE to advance the develop-
ment of proposals on how to manage SNA numbers within 
this ceiling. The NCSE intends to issue a Circular to schools 
in January 2011 setting out new arrangements for the alloca-
tion of SNAs to ensure that available resources are directed 
towards the support of pupils with the greatest level of need.

Oireachtas Committee on Education 
and Skills
The National Council for Special Education’s submission to 
the Joint Oireachtas Committee on Education and Skills, 
on 16 December 2010, in relation to Special Needs Education, 
is now available at www.ncse.ie 

SENO Section

Our Experience of Inclusion
Ruth Feighery

Our son John was born on the 10th March 1991.He was our 
third child. As parents we were delighted he was a healthy 
robust baby but there was a difference because he had Down 
Syndrome. It was a shock for both of us as neither of us had any 
experience of children with Down Syndrome. On the other hand 
there was a great sense of joy in our house because our other 
children were absolutely delighted with their new brother. 
They held, cuddled and massaged him. He was smothered with 
attention and love. The other children, who were then three 
and four years old, were an example to us. As with our other 
children we wanted to get to know and bond with our little one, 
he was ours; he was a part of our family and our community.

Our first two children followed the normal milestones, each 
with their own uniqueness. With John it was an open book and 
he would write the script. We had no set expectations but for 
every stage of development we were grateful. We became 
more confident of his abilities. 

Eighteen months later Lucy was born and our family was 
complete. John developed alongside his siblings. He achieved 
his milestones later than the other children but he did achieve 
them and we all helped him along.

Finding a school

We thought maybe Montessori school would be a good start 
for all the children. I went to visit a Montessori school that had 
been recommended to me. I asked that all our children be put 
on the waiting list, only to be told that they would not take 
my third child because he would or could be disruptive. I was 
shocked because I thought Montessori was set up originally for 
children like John. I left there knowing that was the wrong place 
for any of our children.

It was a busy time at home and we attended our local health 

service provider with John for physiotherapy and at a later date 
for speech therapy. We approached our local national school 
to secure places for our children. The principal of the school 
asked had we other children whose names should be added to 
the waiting list. He included all our children knowing John had 
an intellectual disability. At this time many primary schools in 
our area were either refusing or making it difficult to enrol 
children with Intellectual disability. Many parents opted to 
send their children to special schools because they did not 
want to take the risk of sending their child to a school where 
they would not be welcome.

Around this time the Salamanca agreement was drawn up stat-
ing the fundamental right of children with intellectual disability 
to an education and that children with special educational 
needs should have access to regular schools. Ireland signed 
this agreement. From a school’s perspective it could appear 
that taking on children with intellectual disability was some-
thing new and possibly troublesome. From a parent’s point of 
view refusal was rejection of their child, which was very hurt-
ful. If a school was willing to accept our children and give it a go 
it was, we believed, preferable to rejection.

We found a different Montessori school that was very happy to 
take John and he remained there for two years prior to transfer-
ring to primary school. It was a good preparation for his move 
to primary education.

Support structure

We were aware John would need more support in school. At 
that time my sister gave us wise advice which was to look for 
other parents in the same position as ourselves. 

Three sets of parents met and we started to write to the 
Department of Education and lobby them for more supports. 
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In 1998 John went to school. In November that year he got extra 
support from the visiting teacher. She visited the school twice 
a week and took John for an hour each time. We were lucky she 
was a dedicated person and had a positive attitude. She not 
only supported John but also his parents and the class teacher. 

We continued to lobby for more health supports in school. 
We also had to lobby for the restoration of services that had 
been cut by our health service provider when we moved away 
from special services into mainstream school. We particularly 
needed speech therapy and occupational therapy for John. We 
knew at that time that other children were getting an outreach 
service in school from their service provider.

Parent solidarity

We joined Parents for Integration, a group of parents that 
were lobbying nationally for more educational supports for 
their children. We then set up our own support group in our 
area called Parents for Integration Dublin 15. By this time we 
had more parents interested and we were able to support one 
another. We invited experts in the area of disability to talk to 
us, including people from Down Syndrome, Ireland and other 
professionals. We affiliated to Inclusion Ireland. We continued 
to lobby the Department of Education and our health service 
provider for more support. It was all very time-consuming. 

In addition children with special needs require more support 
from parents to do their homework and to establish routines. 
This takes time and patience and continues on into secondary 
school. Our other children did their homework independently 
by the end of primary school. 

In 2004 we started our own Special Olympics club. Students 
from our local secondary school volunteer as a part of their 
community service for their Gaisce Awards. Those students 
have proved to be of invaluable help in the club every year. 

A resource teacher was appointed to the school. John got 
support from a special needs assistant in fourth class which 
made a big difference to him. Our children were now getting 
more support.

On to second level

As parents we were now thinking what next? Where after 
primary school? We decided to approach our local Community 
College. We were apprehensive as this was breaking new 
ground for the school and we were wondering was this the right 
way to go for our young people.

We were fortunate that the National Council for Special 
Education had been set up and a Special Education Needs 
Organizer (SENO) was appointed to our area. One of the SENO 
responsibilities was to ease the transition from primary to 
secondary school and to liase with us parents, the school and 
Department of Education. We had several meetings with the 
Community College over a two year period before John started. 
The help and the support of the SENO during this transition 
period and throughout secondary school was and is of great 
benefit to us and the school. 

The school was nervous, as this was new for them. In my 
heart I felt that John would adapt socially but I was unsure 
about his ability academically. The school drew up a timetable 
for John. He was included for most subjects within the main-
stream classes and received help from the learning support 
team. John’s speech therapist linked with the learning support 
team. His special needs assistant helped him to organize his 
day. The school liaised with us and each year drew up an indi-
vidual timetable for John. As the years progressed John 
has had access to more learning support classes and less 
inclusion in the mainstream classes. The school introduced 
the Asdan programme, which is a certified programme, 
used in England for young people with intellectual disabilities. 

This year John is following a FETAC course.

We are now coming to the end of secondary school and it is 
hard to know where those years have gone. Overall John’s 
experience in secondary school has been very good. He 
walks to school. He continues to learn and is so proud of his 
school. We as parents have not had to lobby the Department 
of Education and Skills since the introduction of the National 
Council for Special Education. The assistance of the SENO is 
of great benefit. The school has been in constant touch with 
us and committed to giving the best to our children. There are 
areas that could be further improved such as differentiating 
the curriculum and other supports that need improvement.

Hopes for the future

The schools we chose were definitely the right place for our 
young people. It was a most stimulating environment both 
socially, educationally and emotionally for John. We were very 
lucky because John had three friends and they formed a peer 
group, which is important with all teenagers. These friends 
also have special educational needs. 

What happens now depends on John’s assessment and what 
appropriate training is available. This is another journey for us 
to make and we hope it will be an inclusive one.

We are aware that sometimes inclusion does not work but 
maybe in time more individual programmes can be put in place 
to support children’s access to their local schools. Schools 
need supports in order to make inclusion effective. Hopefully 
in this time of recession those supports will not be removed or 
cut back too drastically.

In summary, it has been an ongoing effort but it has been 
worthwhile. I hope more children access the local schools as 
the template is there and the schools have seen the benefits. 
Our children really and truly belong in our community.

Our Experience of Inclusion: continued
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Unique Exchange between Special Schools
Ambrose Lavery, Principal, St. Mary’s Special School, Navan, Co. Meath

SENO Section

This year witnessed a unique exchange between two schools, 
one in Klucksbbork in Poland and the other in Johnstown, 
Navan, Co. Meath. For both schools, this learning experience 
has grown, and 2011 should witness the establishment of a 
charter of partnership between both towns. 

St. Mary’s special school is a school for children and young 
adults aged between 4 and 18 years with moderate learning 
difficulties and severe to profound disabilities. Contact with 
the centre for learning disabilities in Klucsbork was initiated in 
2007after a Polish student from the area enrolled in St. Mary’s, 
and an occupational therapist, Agnieska Widziszowska, joined 
the staff. St. Mary’s is a growing special school with seventy 
pupils attending from Co. Meath.

Having obtained a quality assurance stamp for e-twinning, 
the schools recognised a unique and historic opportunity to 
broaden the curriculum and develop a relationship that from its 
conception would benefit both schools immensely. 

During the academic year 2008/2009 funds raised by the school 
brought a group of eighteen staff and young students led 
by Mr. Ambrose Lavery, Principal, to Poland for a five day 
exchange programme. The warmth and hospitality extended 
overwhelmed the group, who had during the year shared, 
through ICT, many ideas of how people with special needs were 
responded to in their respective countries. They soon discovered 
that although many differences existed many areas united them.

2010 witnessed the reciprocal visit which was led by Principal 
Malgorzata Kiringponde and a party of seventeen which 
included the head of local government Janusz Kedzia, the 
Deputy Mayor of Klucksbork, Andrezez Novak and various 
heads of organisations working with people with disabilities.

A full programme saw the delegation enjoy a civic reception at 
the Town Hall, Navan, a reception with the Polish Ambassador 
to Ireland, Dr. Thadeusz Szunowski, and a visit to Aras an 
Uachtarain to meet President Mary Mc Aleese who warmly 
greeted both groups. Maureen Smith, NCSE, attended the recep-
tion. President Mc Aleese congratulated all those who were 
concerned in developing this unique partnership that brought 
extra special people with special needs into a living, growing 
bond with each other. This would invariably benefit and enrich 
all of their lives. She commented with pride on what the young 
students from Co. Meath had achieved for the country of Ireland.

The exchange, described as a new departure for St. Mary’s, 
included various workshops and seminars and a gala banquet 
dinner. Building further bridges the partnership – now entering 
its third year – aims to bring the Mayor of Navan to Poland to 
foster further links that will culminate in the twinning of both 
towns. Navan Mayor, Mr. Phil Brennan, commented on the posi-
tive talks between both councils, which may lead to economic 

benefits for both towns. A lot no doubt has been achieved 
in this past two years following the enrolment of one Polish 
student in St. Mary’s. A new chapter has been opened for both 
respective special schools in which the learning , the sharing 
and the growing will continue for many years.

Delegation being greeted by school principal Ambrose  Lavery 

Delegation visits 
the President 
in Áras an 
Uachtaráin
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Early intervention provision 
for children with Autism

An early intervention class was officially 
opened in Newtownmountkennedy Primary 
School by Mr. Jim Jordan, Senior SENO and 
SENO for North East Wicklow, on Friday 26th 
March 2010.

Children, parents, teachers, other profes-
sionals and friends along with Mrs. Carmel 
Dempsey, Principal and Mr. Hugh McDaid 
chairperson of the B.O.M attended the event.

All those who spoke on the day highlighted the 
importance of early intervention for children 
with ASD and the positive effect it has on 
their lives. The positive work of the primary 

classes in the school was highlighted and the 
value of having early intervention classes and 
primary classes in Newtownmountkennedy 
was noted. Dynamic leadership in the school 
was acknowledged and tribute was paid to the 
positive ethos and ‘can do’ approach of the 
whole school community especially towards 
pupils with special needs. 

This official opening provided a chance for the 
community to view the new early intervention 
class and playground. This community had 
actively fundraised to enhance facilities for 
the ASD unit. 

Specific Speech and Language 
Intervention Class for Wicklow 

For many years children with specific speech 
and language disorder who lived in Wicklow 
and were deemed suitable for interventions 
offered within a special class have had to 
travel to Dublin to avail of such a service. This 
commute was stressful for both the children 
and their families and also put pressure on 
available places in Dublin classes. 

As of September 2010 children can avail of 
such a service within their own county. A 
collaborative process was coordinated by the 
local SENO on behalf of the NCSE. The collabo-
rators included the principal and BOM of a 
local school and personnel from NEPS and the 
local HSE. 

Discussions concluded in June 2010 and 
resulted in the establishment of a Specific 
Speech and Language Intervention class at St. 
Kevin’s NS Greystones under the management 
of Principal Mrs. Noreen Lawlor. 

Children were referred by local Speech and 
Language Therapists and an admissions 
committee ensured that all entrants met the 
DES criteria for enrolment in such a class. A 
class teacher was appointed and a speech 
and language therapist assigned by the HSE. 
All seven places were allocated in time for the 
school opening in September.

5 of 10
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NCSE’s Research Seminar 2010

The NCSE held its second research seminar in Croke Park 
Conference Centre on 24th November, 2010. The seminar 
featured presentations from the authors of three recently 
completed research reports dealing separately with the 
issues of: best practice models and outcomes in the 
education of children with emotional disturbance/behav-
ioural difficulties; international models for the diagnosis and 
assessment of special educational needs; and a 

national survey of parental views and experiences of special 
education services.

The seminar also provided an overview of the NCSE’s research 
programme and its impact, a presentation on the value and 
limitations of research in special education and an outline 
of the NCSE’s experience of developing policy advice for the 
Minister for Education and Skills. 

Approximately one hundred and forty delegates attended the 
event. For those that were unable to attend, all of the pres-
entations are available on the research pages of the NCSE’s 
website. Some of the research reports are also published 
there; the remaining ones will be published once the design 
is complete. Abstracts from the research reports presented at 
the seminar are provided below: 

An International Review of the Literature of Evidence of Best Practice Models and Outcomes in the Education of Children 
with Emotional Disturbance / Behavioural Difficulties

Professor Paul Cooper, University of Leicester

This international review of research literature 
set out to 

• provide a review of the international literature 
available on the educational models for chil-
dren with emotional disturbance/behavioural 
difficulties and severe emotional disturbance/
behavioural difficulties that demonstrate 
evidence based outcomes for the child

• to identify the extent to which education 
and health services need to be coordinated 
in meeting the needs of this cohort 

• to make recommendations as to the best 
provision of this service in Ireland with a 
view to informing national policy and also 
consider the needs of educators in this 
regard 

• to provide an overview of the implications 
for the practical implementation of such 
recommendations in the context of the 
current Irish education and health systems. 

The review found considerable evidence to 
support the conclusion that with adequate 
training and support staff in mainstream 
schools make a significant contribution to the 
prevention and alleviation of emotional 
disturbance/behavioural difficulties. It was 
found that approaches based on behavioural 
and cognitive behavioural models offer the 
strongest efficacy evidence. These 
approaches can often be learned through 
relatively brief training programmes and are 
best implemented within the context of a 
whole school approach. It was noted that 

whilst many of the approaches reviewed are 
suitable for use in mainstream classrooms 
there is persuasive evidence to suggest that 
non-mainstream options (such as on and off 
site specialist provision) sometimes have an 
important role to play, and are most effective 
when integrated with mainstream provision. 
Multi-disciplinary cooperation has an impor-
tant role to play in meeting the needs of 
students experiencing behavioural and mental 
health problems in community and school 
settings. It was recommended that this process 
might be facilitated by the adoption of a bio- 
psychosocial theoretical framework for policy 
development, because of its power to harmo-
nize potential conflicts between individual and 
social approaches to understanding emotional 
disturbance/behavioural difficulties.

Mr. Eugene Toolan, St. Angela’s College, Sligo 
with Professor Paul Cooper

http://www.ncse.ie/research/Research_Seminar.asp
http://www.ncse.ie/research/Research_Seminar.asp
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Procedures used to Diagnose a 
Disability and to Assess Special 
Educational Needs: 
An International Review

Professor Geoff Lindsay, University of Warwick

This study explored international practice and standards 
in relation to diagnosing a disability and identifying the 
associated special educational needs (SEN), and also 
examined the implications for the Irish system. A study 
of eight countries revealed that half required a diagnosis 
of a disability before an assessment of needs, equally 
half did not. The report suggested that the diagnosis-led 
system is problematic in many ways including:

1. the lack of a common classification system of 
disability;

2. the lack of consistent use of a system either between 
or even within countries;

3. the conceptual problems inherent in a disability-led 
system, including the limited fit of pupils into specific 
categories, the overlap of characteristics of children 
in different categories, and the change in categorisa-
tion of pupils (and categories) over time;

4. the nature of individual children’s trajectories and 
their changing needs over time;

5. the lack of consistency of use of assessment tools, 
for diagnosis or assessment; and

6. the variation in the professionals involved, their 
training and expertise. This paper summarises the 
findings and explores the implications for the Irish 
system.

Research News

NCSE’s Research Seminar 2010: continued

Professor Geoff Lindsay, 
University of Warwick

Mr Pat 
Curtin, 
Mr Se 
Goulding, 
NCSE with 
Ms Teresa 
Griffin, DES

Dr Seamus Hegarty, Ms Jennifer Doran, Dr Clare Farrell, 
Ms Mary Byrne

Participants at NCSE Conference

Professor Paul Cooper, Ms Gillian Kane, Professor Richard Rose, 
Dr Seamus Hegarty

Participants at NCSE Conference
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National Survey of Parental Attitudes and Experiences of Local and 
National Special Education Services
Gillian Kane and Dr. David Armstrong, PricewaterhouseCoopers LLP

Research News

NCSE’s Research Seminar 2010: continued

In December 2008, the NCSE commissioned PwC 
to undertake a national survey of parents of chil-
dren and young people with SEN. The aim of this 
research was to explore their attitudes towards, 
and experiences of local and national special 
educational services. Its objectives were to:

• Undertake an extensive review of relevant 
empirical evidence which will inform and 
underpin the overall study

• Position the study within a political and policy 
context

• Develop a detailed methodological framework 
to undertake a survey of 1,000 parents of chil-
dren with a range of SEN in order to obtain their 
attitudes and experiences of local and national 
special education services, and

• Identify possible issues for practice and policy 
at local school level and national level.

Parents’ satisfaction levels with their children’s 
overall education and with special education serv-
ices were relatively high; however, a substantial 
minority of ten to twenty per cent expressed 
dissatisfaction with certain elements of support 
provision. Many parents welcomed the fact that 
this research was being undertaken, with several 
highlighting the need for parents’ views to be 
taken into account on an ongoing basis.

The relationship between the parent and the 
school played a central role in parents’ attitudes 
and experiences of special education services. 
Those parents who stated that their child’s needs 
were being met attributed this to a supportive 
ethos, good understanding of the child’s needs 
on the part of staff and good communication 
between the school and parents. The assess-
ment process and the subsequent allocation of 
resources appear to have caused parents most 
frustration. The need for improved information 
and guidance for parents was a recurring theme 
throughout the research, as was the level of 
co-ordination and co-operation between educa-
tion and health services. 

This research identified key areas for further 
consideration, notably measures which could 
be addressed at local and national levels. These 
issues were grouped under the headings of: 
communicating with parents, providing training 
and guidance to school personnel, and reviewing 
current processes. While it is difficult to prioritise 
the various suggested measures, the findings 
of this research would suggest that addressing 
some of the concerns around the assessment 
raised by participating parents would help 
increase parents’ levels of satisfaction with SEN 
provision.

Participants at the Conference
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Congress
on the Education 
of the Deaf
The 21st International 
Congress on the Education 
of the Deaf (ICED) took place 
in Vancouver, Canada from 
18th-22nd July 2010. ICED is 
a meeting of international 
researchers, educators and 
colleagues from diverse 
educational and cultural 
backgrounds who come 
together every five years to 
share ideas, and to debate 
and discuss current research 
and best practice in the 
field. There were over 700 
participants attending the 
conference with over twenty 
countries represented. 
The conference theme was 
‘Partners in Education’. 
There was an extensive scien-
tific programme provided 
across the four days with 
keynote sessions delivered 
by presenters including 
Connie Mayer (Canada), Sue 
Archbold (UD), Nassozi B. 
Kiyaga (Uganda), Donald F. 
Moores (US), Peter V. Paul 
(US). The National Council 
for Special Education was 
represented at the Council.

New NCSE Consultative Forum Appointed

Under the EPSEN Act 2004, the NCSE is required to 
appoint a national Consultative Forum to consult 
on matters relating to the performance of its 
functions. The first NCSE Consultative Forum was 
established in 2006 and following the expiration 
of its term of office it was necessary to appoint 
members to the second Forum. As required under 
the EPSEN Act, the Council consulted with the 
following persons and bodies prior to making these 
appointments:

• the Minister for Education & Skills;
• the National Associations of Parents;
• Voluntary Bodies whose functions relate to the 

promotion of the interest in or the provision of 
support services to persons with disabilities;

• recognised School Management Organisations;
• recognised Trade Unions and Staff Associations 

representing Teachers and Principals of Schools;
• the National Disability Authority;
• the Psychological Society of Ireland; and
• other persons having a special interest in or 

knowledge of the education of children with 
disabilities as considered appropriate by the 
Council.

Following detailed consideration of the nomina-
tions received and with due regard to the terms 
of the EPSEN Act 2004, the Council approved the 
appointment of seventeen members. An additional 
three members were appointed by the Minister 
for Education and Skills. The term of office of the 
current forum is 2010-2012.

The following are the members of the current Consultative Forum

 Nominated By Name

1. Joint Managerial Body (JMB) Ms. Marie Therese Kilmartin
2. Inclusion Ireland Ms. Katherine O’Leary
3. Association of Secondary Teachers Ireland (ASTI) Ms. Sally Maguire
4. Psychological Society of Ireland (PSI) Professor Des Swan
5. National Association of Boards of Management in Special 

Education (NABMSE) Mr. Edward Byrne
6. National Association of Principals and Deputy Principals (NAPD)  Mr. Rory O’Sullivan
7. Irish Primary Principals Network (IPPN) Mr. Pat Goff
8. National Parents Council Primary (NPCP) Ms. Sarah Parlane
9. Catholic Primary School Management Association (CPSMA) Mr. Seán Balfe
10. Disability Federation of Ireland Mr. Robert Jones
11. Teachers Union of Ireland (TUI) Ms. Bernie Ruane
12. Association of Community and Comprehensive Schools (ACS) Ms. Antoinette NicGearailt
13. National Disability Authority (NDA) Ms. Mary Van Lieshout
14. People with Disabilities in Ireland (PwDI) Ms. Mary Dunne
15. Irish National Teachers’ Organisation (INTO) Mr. Feargal Brougham
16. Irish Vocational Education Association (IVEA) Mr. Seán Burke
17. Health Service Executive (HSE) Ms Patricia McLarty
18. Department of Education and Skills (DES) Mr Alan Sayles, Inspector
19. Department of Education and Skills (DES) Ms Paula Long (NEPS)
20. Department of Education and Skills Mr Terry Reynolds (Special Ed Section)

The first meeting of the second Consultative Forum 
took place on 19th August 2010 and involved the 
election of a chairperson and a discussion on the role 
and operation of the Forum. It was agreed that the 
position of Chairperson would be held jointly by Mr 
Sean Burke (IVEA) and Mr. Pat Goff (IPPN). 

Three meetings of the Forum were held during 2010. 
The Council is currently consulting with the Forum in 
relation to two matters:

a. the future role of special schools and classes
b. the Education of Children who are Deaf/Hard of 

Hearing

The Council would like to take this opportunity 
to thank all those organisations and individuals 
who made an application for nomination to the 
Forum. Your interest in the work of NCSE is greatly 
appreciated.
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European Agency for Development in Special Needs Education: Update

The European Agency for Development 
in Special Needs Education (EADSNE) is 
an independent and self-governing body 
established by member states of the 
European Union. Iceland, Norway and 
Switzerland are also participating coun-
tries. The Agency facilitates the collection, 
processing and dissemination of informa-
tion regarding the education of children 
and young people with SEN across Europe 
and also promotes the full participation 
of children and young people with SEN in 
mainstream education and training. The 
Agency has a number of important thematic 
projects which are ongoing and at different 
stages of development. Examples of ongo-
ing projects and future work planned by the 
Agency are provided below. Information 
on the activities of the European Agency is 
available on the Agency’s website http://
www.european-agency.org/

Ireland is represented at the European 
Agency by Don Mahon, Assistant Chief 
Inspector, Department of Education and 
Skills (Representative Board Member) and 
Mary Byrne, Special Education Advisor, 
National Council for Special Education 
(National Coordinator). Persons with 
expertise in special and inclusive education 
are nominated from time to time to act as 
national experts for Ireland on the Agency’s 
projects.

EADSNE Projects

Special Education

Teacher Education for Inclusion
The policy review and international litera-
ture review relating to this project have been 
completed and are available on the project web 
area. Reports on policy and practice in teacher 
education were received from 27 countries, 
including Ireland. Work is underway on a 
synthesis report with a final project conference 
scheduled to be held in spring 2012

Vocational Education and Training: Policy and 
Practice in the field of SNE (VET)
The aim of this project is to identify and inves-
tigate the key aspects of VET programmes for 
learners with SEN aged between 14 and 25 
with a clear link to employment opportuni-
ties. Examples of successful national/local VET 
programmes for learners with SEN in participat-
ing countries have been collected and described 
in outline. Study visits are being scheduled to 
take place in the course of the three year project. 

Early Childhood Intervention
A project update on early childhood intervention 
was finalized during 2010. The summary report 
is now in translation and printing phase and will 
be available shortly.

Additional Funded Projects
The Agency has secured additional funding in 
support of a one year project to provide policy 
makers with clear proposals on how to map the 
implementation of policy for inclusive educa-
tion. There needs to be agreement concerning 
what qualitative and quantitative information it 
is necessary to collect in order to track progress 
made in terms of implementation. This project 
will run from November 2010 to October 2011 
and is funded through additional EU funding 
provided by the European Commission. Ireland 
is participating in this project and has nominated 
a country expert.

Inclusive Education in Action (IEA)
This project arose from a document published by 
UNESCO entitled ‘Policy Guidelines on Inclusion 
in Education’ and is a joint collaboration 
between the Agency and UNESCO. This is a one 
year pilot project and the main output is a dedi-
cated web portal providing practical examples 
to provide a bridge across the policy to practice 
gap. A framework of criteria was developed to 
support the selection of examples. All materi-
als are available to download from the web site 

at: http://www.inclusive-education-in-action.
org/iea/ One of the examples selected was an 
Irish entry submitted by the Special Education 
Support Service which explored the use of 
‘Kids on the Block’ puppet programmes to raise 
awareness of autism and deafness in primary 
schools. 

Information and Communication Technology 
(ICT) in Education for People with Disabilities
This is another example of a joint venture where 
the Agency is working with the UNESCO Institute 
for Information Technologies in Education 
(UNESCO-IITE) on a joint practice to develop 
a ‘Practice Review’. It is intended that this will 
be a major new publication scheduled for early 
in 2011. This Review will present examples 
of practice of the use of ICT with people with 
disabilities in different educational contexts and 
settings. The goal of the Review is to highlight 
key messages and recommendations for policy 
and practice in this area. 

http://www.european-agency.org/
http://www.european-agency.org/
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