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National Council for Special Education Welcomes Expanded Role 
 

The National Council for Special Education (NCSE) is very pleased that Minister for 
Education and Skills Jan O’Sullivan is expanding our role. The NCSE’s remit will, with 
immediate effect, include the following functions: the provision of continuing professional 
development in special education for teachers; the provision of behavioural support in 
schools; and the provision of the Visiting Teacher Service for children and young people who 
are Deaf/Hard of Hearing or who are Blind/Visually Impaired. 
 
 
Under this new arrangement, staff from the Special Education Support Service (SESS); the 
National Behavioural Support Service and the Visiting Teacher service will all work under the 
auspices of the NCSE.  
 
 
Welcoming the announcement, Ms Teresa Griffin, CEO of the NCSE stated: “Bringing these 
support services1 together will, over time, help to improve outcomes for students with special 
needs. We are delighted that the Minister has taken on board our advice to have one 
coherent Inclusion Support Service for children and schools.”    
 
 
Ms Griffin stated that initial scoping had already begun to plan for a smooth transition of staff 
and services. 
 
 
The NCSE also welcomed the Minister’s decision to continue to develop the proposal for a 
better and more equitable way of allocating additional special education teachers to schools.  
 
 
ENDS 
 

Notes to Editor 

 
1 The following services are being transferred to the National Council for Special Education: 
 

1. Special Education Support Service (SESS) 
The role of the SESS is to enhance the quality of learning and teaching in relation to 
special educational provision. The service co-ordinates, develops and delivers a 
range of professional development initiatives and support structures for school 
personnel working with students with special educational needs in mainstream 
primary and post-primary schools, special schools and special classes. 
http://www.sess.ie/ 
 

2. National Behavioural Support Service  
The role of the NBSS is to assist schools in addressing current behavioural concerns 
on three levels. The NBSS works with schools in addressing students’ social, 
emotional, academic and behavioural needs. This is done at school-wide level for all 
students; with targeted interventions for some students; and at intensive 
individualised support for a few students. 
http://www.nbss.ie/ 

http://www.sess.ie/
http://www.nbss.ie/


 
3. Visiting Teacher Service for children and young people who are Deaf/Hard of 

Hearing; Blind/Visually Impaired  
The visiting teacher service provides advice and support to ensure that the needs of 
children and young people with hearing and visual impairment are met. This service 
is available at pre-school, primary and post-primary level. Each visiting teacher is 
responsible for a particular region and is allocated a case load of pupils. The visiting 
teacher supports the children, parents/guardians, teachers and other professionals 
involved with the child.   
http://www.education.ie/en/Parents/Services/Visiting-Teacher-Service/Visiting-
Teacher-Service.html 
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