
10th February, 2015 

Minister for Education and Skills announces the development of a 

new Inclusion Support Service within the National Council for 

Special Education  

The Minister for Education and Skills, Jan O’Sullivan T.D., has today announced the 

establishment within the National Council for Special Education of a new Inclusion Support 

Service to assist schools in supporting children with special educational needs.   

This service will include the Special Education Support Service (SESS), the National 

Behaviour Support Service (NBSS) and the Visiting Teacher Service for children who are 

deaf/hard of hearing and for children who are blind/visually impaired (VTSVHI) which until 

now have been managed by the Department. This change is to take immediate effect and is 

consistent with recommendations of NCSE reports and with the review of the VTSVHI1. 

This change will mean that schools will receive a better and more integrated service from 

this new Inclusion Support Service. The Inclusion Support Service will build on the existing 

good work and support which NBSS, SESS and VTSVHI provide to children and their 

families as well as to teachers and schools and which will continue as normal as the new 

arrangements are put in place.    

The Minister has today also announced that she is not proposing to change the way 

teachers are allocated to schools for children with Special Educational Needs for the coming 

school year. 

The Minister said that in making this decision to retain the current model for allocating 

resource and learning support teachers for the coming year, she was guided by the advice of 

the NCSE Working Group that sufficient time should be allowed for further consultation to 

take place with the education stakeholders before the new model is implemented in schools.  

The Minister further welcomed the fact that, through consultations which have already taken 

place, there was a broad welcome for the proposed new model from Parents, disability 

groups, schools and stakeholders. However, she also said that, while there has been 

significant consultation in relation to the proposed new model, there had not been sufficient 

time to address fully the concerns which have been raised for the September 2015 school 

year. In particular, the Minister noted that a robust mechanism for identifying children with 

complex special educational needs had yet to be finalised.  

The Minister also said that she has asked her Department to review the roles, structures and 

optimal working arrangements for coordination between the expanded NCSE with its 

Inclusion Support Service and the National Educational Psychological Service. To this end 

submissions are sought from any interested stakeholders in relation to the issues by Friday, 

13th of March. 

Finally the Minister thanked the NCSE and its Chairperson, Mr Eamon Stack for their efforts 

in bringing proposals for the new model to her for consideration. Work will continue in the 

coming months to develop the proposed model and to address the range of concerns which 

were identified through the consultations which have taken place so far. The Minister said 

that she had asked her Department to design a pilot of the new model which schools could 

                                                           
1
 The review of the VTSVHI is published today on the DES website- www.education.ie. The 

NCSE will seek to implement the recommendations from this report.   

http://www.education.ie/


opt into on a voluntary basis. The Minister also said that continuing consultation with 

stakeholders will be a vital part of the ongoing work.   

ENDS. 

Notes to Editor 

The following services are being transferred to the National Council for Special Education: 

1. Special Education Support Service (SESS) 
The role of the SESS is to enhance the quality of learning and teaching in relation to 
special educational provision. The service co-ordinates, develops and delivers a 
range of professional development initiatives and support structures for school 
personnel working with students with special educational needs in mainstream 
primary and post-primary schools, special schools and special classes.  
 

2. National Behavioural Support Service  
The role of the NBSS is to assist schools in addressing current behavioural concerns 
on three levels. The NBSS works with schools in addressing students’ social, 
emotional, academic and behavioural needs. This is done at school-wide level for all 
students; with targeted interventions for some students; and at intensive 
individualised support for a few students.  
 

3. Visiting Teacher Service for children and young people who are Deaf/Hard of 
Hearing; Blind/Visually Impaired  
The visiting teacher service provides advice and support to ensure that the needs of 
children and young people with hearing and visual impairment are met. This service 
is available at pre-school, primary and post-primary level. Each visiting teacher is 
responsible for a particular region and is allocated a case load of pupils. The visiting 
teacher supports the children, parents/guardians, teachers and other professionals 
involved with the child.   

 

 

 


