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Abstract 
This presentation describes some of the key findings emerging from a study commissioned 

by the NCSE that examined the experiences of children with special educational needs 

using Wave 2 of the Growing Up in Ireland dataset. This is a follow-up to the analyses of 

Wave 1 data when children were aged nine, to explore change and progress in children’s 

outcomes over time. The Growing up in Ireland study collected data from children, their 

parents, and school principals, when children were thirteen years of age. Quantitative data 

was used to examine children’s achievement, engagement, and well-being. The study also 

examined the background characteristics of children and whether or not these were related 

to their outcomes. A seven-group classification of special educational needs was identified 

and formed the basis of the comparisons. The presentation describes the classification 

system, shows some headline results, and concludes by discussing the limitations of the 

study and the conclusions arising from the analysis.  
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