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Abstract 

In this presentation to the National Council for Special Education Research Conference in 

Dublin I will address the urgency of exclusion as a social and educational problem. The 

Irregular School was proposed as a means for challenging legacies of educational exclusion 

expressed through a division of regular and special schools. Both were formed in specific 

historical conditions and are struggling in new times.  The playful offering of the notion of the 

irregular school was simply an invitation for us to see how we might jettison the vestiges of 

the past that erect barriers to the inclusion of all children in schooling.  I will draw from 

recent work in Australia and Ethiopia to issue a number of challenges for all of us engaged in 

education in a world that is steadfastly tearing itself apart. 
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