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Abstract
Assistive Technology can promote inclusion, enable independence, promote positive self-esteem 
and confidence, and raise attainment and achievement of learners with additional support needs. 
Assistive Technology has never be more effective, more reliable, lighter, cheaper and more available. 
What once was heavy, bulky, expensive and specialist is now available to almost every teenager and 
young person in Ireland. But we are faced with a huge variety of devices, peripherals, apps and 
software - how do we identify the most appropriate to meet the individual needs of each learner? 
How do we integrate Assistive Technology into the classroom? This presentation suggests that this is 
only possible when practitioners focus on teaching and learning, rather than on technology. Using 
examples, we will explore how assistive technology can meet differing needs, and propose the use of 
Universal Design for Learning as a conceptual framework for supporting learners with diverse needs 
and abilities.
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