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Abstract

Ireland is embarking on a new and large-scale demonstration project where in-school SLT and OT
services will be delivered in 75 schools and 75 pre-schools. A research project will also be
undertaken. The project will use a Tiered approach, where Tier 1 services support all children to
access the curriculum; Tier 2 services implement strategies for children at risk, and Tier 3 services co-
produce individualised support for children with significant and persistent difficulties.

This presentation will very briefly outline some international service-delivery models for SLTs” work
in schools, and discuss definitions of Tiered approaches used in education and SLT settings, and how
these map on to each other. It will outline the findings of a recent review of high-quality research on
the effectiveness of SLT service-delivery pathways. Extensive evidence was found for effective SLT
work at Tier 3, but limited evidence on Tier 1 and Tier 2 SLT services in schools, although effective
educational projects are available. Lack of evidence does not suggest inadequate services, but a
need for principled studies. Qualitative research has reported enhanced practice in collaborative SLT
school services, but mixed-methods implementation studies combining evidence of outcomes with
participants’ views and evaluation of real-life service delivery contexts are needed. The conclusion
therefore stresses the importance of the research commencing in Ireland, which will advance
understandings in this under-researched area, and so influence service developments
internationally.



