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Abstract 

Based on the book commissioned by the National Council for Special Education 

(NCSE) focused on exploring the evolution of special education in Ireland from 1922-

2022, this presentation reflects on the last two decades and considers key elements 

of the major reform agenda that have impacted on the experiences of children and 

young people with special educational needs. The exploration is contextualised within 

the broader societal context of the past two decades including government policy and 

the emergence of an enlightened rhetoric underpinned by a rights-based approach. A 

number of milestones associated with the reform agenda are identified and include the 

establishment and evolution of the National Council for Special Education, the 

Research-led Agenda, Professional Preparation, Approaches to Resource Allocation, 

Investment in Special Education Provision and Inter-departmental Policy-making.  In 

looking to the future, the presentation considers the potential implications of Education 

as a Resource-dependent Right; the need for a Robust Legislative Framework; the 

benefits of a Wrap-around system and providing Opportunities beyond School. The 

presentation ends with a consideration of how an inclusive education system might be 

built in the future based on our experiences to date.  
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