We are more alike than different: How Universal Design for Learning (UDL)
can change the way we think about learner variability and help us design
more engaging, efficient, and equitable systems.
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Abstract

This session will discuss the science behind learner variability and explore how we can use UDL to
design flexible learning experiences to engage learners across the full continuum. We’'ll talk about
the origin of UDL, how policy advances have helped it become more widely adopted and
implemented, and what a future infused with the power (and peril) of Artificial Intelligence, paired
with UDL, might look like. Overall, the goal is to demonstrate that we are all on a continuum of
variability and thus, systems designed to include all students aren’t just a ‘nice to have’, they're
more engaging, efficient, and equitable.
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