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Abstract 

Collaborative working between research and practice can happen in a range of ways, but a shared 

aim is always to improve practice, experiences and outcomes for children and young people. Sarah 

co-directs the Autism Community Research Network @ Southampton [ACoRNS] which is a research-

practice partnership that aims to improve the lives of autistic children and young people within 

education and other services through addressing the marginalisation and underrepresentation of 

their views and experiences. ACoRNS works closely with schools, community services and other 

settings to identify research questions that matter to practice, and applies creative methods to 

support autistic children, young people and adults to share their views and experiences to improve 

outcomes. Sarah will share insights from her experiences of close to practice research to highlight 

the strengths and benefits of involving teachers as co-producers of research knowledge that makes a 

difference to their settings. Sarah will share examples of close to practice research where 

practitioners and young people have taken the lead, with important impacts for practice and for 

personal and professional development. 

 

Bio 

Sarah Parsons is Professor of Autism and Inclusion in Southampton Education School at the 
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